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Louisiana black bear populations have declined because of habitat loss and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service listed the 
Louisiana black bear as a “threatened” species in 1992.  Much of the species habitat has been flooded by reservoir 
construction and converted to agricultural areas or housing developments.  There are, however, efforts under way to 
provide suitable habitat for the Louisiana black bear in its historical range.  These efforts include preventing further habitat 
fragmentation, establishment of corridors between existing fragmented habitat, and the restoration of forests.   
 
Interior Least Tern:  The Interior least tern is the smallest member of the tern 
family and was placed on the endangered list May 28, 1985.  Least terns nest in 
small colonies on exposed salt flats, river sandbars, gravel pits or lake and 
reservoir beaches.  Dams, reservoirs, and other changes to river systems have 
eliminated most historic least tern habitat.  The wide channels dotted with sandbars 
that are preferred by the terns have been replaced by narrow forested river 
corridors.  Overgrowth of brush and trees also eliminated remaining habitat.  
Recreational activities on rivers and sandbars disturb the nesting terns, causing 
them to abandon their nests.  Primary recovery tasks for interior least tern 
populations include determining population trends and habitat requirements, 
increasing breeding populations, and developing public awareness of the needs of 
least terns through educational programs.  The Interior least tern nests on sand 
bars of the Red River.  There have been sightings of terns west of Texarkana near 
Paris, TX, but none in the vicinity of Texarkana. 
 

 Red Wolf:  The Red Wolf is now highly endangered although it once roamed 
throughout the Southeastern U.S.  Its natural range extends from Florida to 
Texas.  Some believe its original distribution was from New York in the east to 
Florida in the south and Texas in the southwest.  Its historical habitats 
included forests, swamps and coastal plains.  There are thought to be 300 red 
wolves remaining in the world with 207 of those in captivity.  The Red Wolf is 
intermediate in size between the coyote and Gray Wolf.  It lives in an 
extended family unit.  A breeding pair of Red Wolves will typically have one 
litter of one (1) to ten (10) pups per year born in March or April.  They usually 
hunt at night, dawn and dusk and usually feed alone on rabbits, rats and 
muskrats. Red Wolf populations in North Carolina feed on rabbits, raccoons 
and white-tailed deer.  Since 1987 efforts have been made to reintroduce Red 
Wolves into the wild in North Carolina, Mississippi (later moved due to 
likelihood of encounters with humans), Florida, and into the Great Smokey 
Mountains National Park (later relocated to North Carolina). 

Source: mobirding.com 
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 Piping Plover:  The Piping Plover is a small sand-colored, sparrow sized shorebird that 
nests and feeds along coastal and bayside mud or salt flats and on sand and gravel 
beaches in North America.  In 1986, Piping Plover populations in the Northern Great Plains 
and Atlantic Coast were declared a threatened species and the Great Lakes population was 
declared endangered.  They eat insects, marine worms and crustaceans. It is a wintering 
migrant along the Texas Gulf Coast, southern Atlantic Coast and the West Indies.  They 
begin migrating north in mid-March and their breeding grounds extend from southern 
Newfoundland to the northern parts of South Carolina.  Migration south begins in August 
and ends in September.  Total population is estimated at 6,410 birds with the population 

increasing since 1991. Female birds prepare the nest as early as mid to late April. Sometimes four (4) nest attempts are 
made during each mating season.  The first nest usually having four (4) eggs while the subsequent nests will usually have 
two (2) or three (3) eggs.  For each nest, the females lay one (1) egg every other day.      

 
 American Burying Beetle:  The American Burying Beetle is a member of the carrion 
beetle family and is an important part of a host of scavengers responsible for recycling 
decaying materials back into the ecosystem. Currently it is found in eight states including 
Arkansas and Texas, although originally it lived in thirty-five (35) states and three (3) 
provinces of Canada.  It has been on the Federal endangered species lists since August 
1989.  The specific habitat requirements are unknown but availability of carrion may be 
the most important factor.  The beetle is nocturnal and is a strong flier, moving as far as a 
kilometer in a night.  During winter months, with temperatures below sixty (60) degrees, 
beetles bury themselves in the soil.  The beetles are unusual in that both males and 
females take part in raising the young, and they typically reproduce only once and have a 

life span of one (1) year. 
 
American Bald Eagle: On June 28, 2007 the U.S. Department of the Interior removed the Bald 
Eagle from the Federal  List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants.  The Bald Eagle is 
still protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  The 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act prohibits the taking, transporting, selling, bartering, trading, 
importing or exporting, and the possession of eagles, making it illegal for anyone to collect eagles 
and eagle parts, nests, or eggs without a permit.  Possession of a feather or other body parts of a 
Bald Eagle is a felony with a fine of up to $10,000 and/or imprisonment.  The bald eagle is the only 
eagle that is unique to North America.  Bald Eagles are known to winter on Wright Patman Lake, 
southwest of Texarkana. There could also be possible occurrences along the Sulphur River, south of 
the city in the Sulphur River Wildlife Management Area. 

www.travelmaniac.com 
by Karen French 
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Source: unco.edu/safety 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  
 
Hazardous material contamination has become a major concern when 
planning future transportation projects.  Urban areas are problematic 
with regards to this issue.  If overlooked, Leaking Petroleum Storage 
Tank (LPST) sites and federal/state Superfund sites can cause 
problems for transportation planners.  It is important to avoid these 
sites in the planning phase of development because of the increased 
costs and liability associated with constructing projects through these 
sites. 
 

NOISE ISSUES 
 
Comprehensive planning and coordination should be accomplished as early as possible in the project development process 
to ensure that comparative analyses of all transportation alternatives includes serious consideration for minimizing or 
avoiding traffic noise impacts.  This could reduce or eliminate the need for costly abatement later in the design process. 
 

AIR QUALITY 
 
Air Quality is a major concern for all of us.  It can affect our health as well as our environment.  Most modes of 
transportation contribute to air pollution with the main culprit being ground level ozone.  Ozone occurs naturally in the 
upper atmosphere and helps protect us from harmful ultraviolet radiation.  However, ground level ozone in large 
concentrations can have a negative effect on the human environment.  It can aggravate chronic lung conditions and cause 
headaches, nausea, and eye and throat irritation. 
 
Currently both Texarkana, Texas (Bowie County), and Texarkana, Arkansas (Miller County), are in attainment of the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ground level ozone and it is unlikely that they will go non-attainment 
in the near future. 
 

GLOBAL WARMING (CLIMATE CHANGE) 
 
Global warming or as it is more often referred to now, climate change, has become a major political issue.  At the time 
this plan was being developed, the United States House of Representatives had recently passed the American Clean 
energy and Security Act of 2009 (ACES), known generally as cap-and-trade.  The topic has also been addressed in the



 

TUTS 2035 PLAN 3 - 7 October 1, 2009 

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s draft federal transportation bill, the Clean Low-Emissions Affordable 
New Transportation Equity Act (CLEAN-TEA). 
 
The ongoing debate over global warming legislation could result in new requirements for the transportation sector. The 
legislation will most likely result in significantly increasing the cost of infrastructure, mobility and housing.  Whether global 
warming is caused by human activity (anthropogenic) or not, engineering standards will adapt with advancements in 
science.  Therefore, the design and construction of our infrastructure will adapt to better address the threats from severe 
weather and its long-term impacts. 
 

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 
 
While current versions of legislation being considered in Washington DC would not require Urban MPOs such as ours to 
implement a program addressing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions it is likely that the regulations will be expanded in the 
future.  A recent report developed by Cambridge Systematics, Inc. titled “Moving Cooler an Analysis of Transportation 
Strategies for Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions” assessed the potential effectiveness of a broad variety of strategies to 
reduce GHG emissions.  The Texarkana MPO has identified the following actions from the Cambridge Systematics report 
that may satisfy GHG emissions regulations while minimizing potential negative impacts to the regions economic growth: 
 

• Invest in infrastructure to expand transportation services 
• Identify and reduce areas experiencing unacceptable levels of congestion 
• Improve traffic flow across the system 
• Increase transit system level of service by improving efficiency and adding capacity 
• Invest in non-motorized system facilities for bicycles and pedestrians 
• Improve operations through the deployment of intelligent transportation system (ITS) components 
• Identify and implement strategies to improve the movement of freight into, through and out of the region. 
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